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AI'TNOUNCEMEHT;     Now  for  some  farm  ifeisi-^nsTy^eek,  you  know,  the  United^  ^ 
States  Department  of  Agriculture  releases  a  News  Digest  through  this  Station. 
Letfs  see  what's  the  good  news  this  week. 


The  American  farmer  is  about  to  take  a  step  up  in  American  life. 
Dr.  C.  J.  Galpin,  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  points  out  that 
in  recent  years  farmers  of  this  country  have  been  developing  a  scientific 
habit  of  mind.     They  have  been  applying  science  to  farming.    Now  they  are 
applying  scientific  thinking  to  country«life  problems  in  general.    As  a 
result,  consolidated  schools,  farmers1  hospitals,  rural  libraries,  modern 
homes,  community  club  houses,  athletic  fields  and  swimming  pools,  and  modern- 
ized farmers1  towns  are  being  developed  in  various  sections  of  the  United 
States.     The  past  ten  years,  Dr.  Galpin  holds,  mark  the  beginning  of  a  new 
era  in  our  country  social  life.  . 


Improvement  of  conditions  is  going  on  not  only  among  whites  but  among 
negroes,  according  to  Dr.  E.  H.  Shinn,  the  Department's  chief  specialist 
in  agricultural  education.    Last  year,  there  were  32,000  negro  boys  enrolled 
in  farm  club  work.     In  1904,  the  first  negro  extension  agent  in  the  South 
was  appointed.    In  1923  there  were  294  such  agents.    Dr.  Shinn  says  there  is 
no  doubt  but  that  the  work  carried  on  by  these  agents  has  played  an  important 
part  in  checking  the  movement  of  negro  farmers  to  the  cities. 

Yes,  sir,  as  the  old  colored  brother  used  to  say,  "The  world  do  move,1' 
You  all  remember  the  old  blacksmith  shop  down  by  the  cross-roads.  Well, 
the  blight  got  the  "spreading  chestnut  tree"  and  the  "smithy"  is  now  a  garage 
and  filling  station.    The  village  blacksmith  is  repairing  trucks  now.  In 
many  localities,  as  many  of  you  too  well  know,  there  is  no  expert  on  hand  to 
shoe  old  Dobbin.    You  have  to  look  after  the  feet  of  your  own  horses.  But 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  come  to  your  help.     They've  just  issued  a 
bulletin  on  Earm  Horseshoeing.     It  tells  you  how  to  shoe  your  own.  Just 
write  for  Farmers'  Bulletin  No,  1535,  if  your 're  interested. 


And  speaking  of  progress,  the  system  of  swine  sanitation  developed  by 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  in  Illinois  is  now  being  success- 
fully used  in  Georgia;  you  know,  the  system  of  raising  new  pigs  on  clean  new 
land,  so  the  pigs  won't  pick  up  worms.     One  livestock  owner  down  in  Georgia 
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has  ten  pigs  six  months  old  and  averaging  200  pounds  apiece  and  has  32 
more  equally  promising  pigs  nearly  ready  for  market. 

Not  only  that,  the  system  of  swine  sanitation  has  stimulated  interest 
in  purebred  "breeding  stock.    Tou  see  when  the  worms  are  effectively  con- 
trolled, the  superiority  of  well-bred  over  inferior  livestock  is  so  ap- 
parent, that  the  progressive  hog  men  quickly  improve  their  herds. 


Out  of  11  new  varieties  of  Y^heat  introduced  into  the  United  States 
by  the  Department  or  developed  in  cooperative  experiments  in  recent  years, 
five  have  proved  of  value  to  wheat  growers.     These  are  Kota,  Federation, 
Hard  Federation,  Karmont,  and  Nodak.     Last  year,  these  varieties  were  grown 
on  a  total  area  estimated  at  1,855,000  acres,  with  an  increase  of  crop  value 
estimated  at  $5,525,000. 


The  United  States  seed  verification  service  started  September  1.  The 
idea  of  this  new  service  is  to  enable  the  buyer  of  seed  to  be  sure  of  what 
he  is  getting.    Buyers  of  alfalfa,  red  clover  and  other  seeds, the  origin  of 
which  is  of  primary  importance,  will  soon  be  able  to  buy  seed  the  origin  of  whic 
is  certified  to  by  a  Federal  inspector.    You  know,  seed  from  some  places 
are  not  suited  to-  growth  in  some  sections  of  this  country.    In  order  to  pro- 
tect the  farmer  from  objectionable  foreign  seeds,  the  government  now  re- 
quires that  such  seeds  be  stained  a  warning  color.     The  new  service  is  a 
further  step  in  the  same  direction,  in  order  to  protect  the  buyer  against 
seed  produced  in  this  country  which  are  not  suited  to  his  use. 


VThat  the  Biological  Survey  is  doing  at  its  Experimental  fur  farm  is 
revealed  in  a  leaflet  just  Issued.    The  leaflet  is  number  6.  and  states  that 
experiments  conducted  at  the  farm  in  the  Adirondack  region  of  New  York,  have 
shown  that  the  same  general  principles  of  feeding,  breeding  and  sanitation 
followed  with  domestic  animals  can  be  applied  to  the  production  of  fur- 
bearing  animals.     The  wrong  kinds  of  food  and  feeding  methods,  as  well  as 
parasitic  infestation,  have  been  found  to  be  determining  factors  in  produc- 
ing inferior  pelts. 
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Farm  News  Digest. 


^MQTJIJCEMENT:  Optimistic  news  in  Uncle  Sam's  Farm  News  Digest, 
tarmerTs  radio  weekly,  for  today.  The  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  releases  the  News  Digest  every  week  through  Station 


the 
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RATS  ON  THE  DECREASE 

t.  .     TheMol°gical  Survey  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
.ninics  that  rats  are  on  the  decrease  in  the  United  States,     The  Survey, 
nowevur,   says  that  tnis  decrease  is  only  .just  becoming  apparent  and  that 
-aimers  and  others  who  are  troubled  with  the  pest,  should  not  let  up  on 
preventive  measures. 

"The  chief  factors  responsible  for  any  decrease  are  present-day  san- 
itary precautions,  modern  buildings  which  make  it  ,hard  for  the  rats  to 
-md  a  comfortable  home,  a  national  fight  against  waste,   and  an  increasing 
knowledge  of  the  seriousness  of  the  rat  hazard",  according  to  specialists 
IE  the  Biological  Survey. 

Since  folks  discovered  that  rats  may  spread  serious  diseases  to  man, 
t.ie  ancient  fight  against  the  pest  has  become  more  vigorous  and  keen.  It 
is  only  natural  to  suppose  that  a  good  many  of  the  enemy  would  be  killed 
Off.     But  there  are  still  a  good  many  rats  left  and  the  fight  should  not 
be  stopped  as  long  as  the  enemy  is  still  powerful  both  in  numbers  and  at- 
tack. 

*      *  * 

1927  FOREST  WEEK  MOST  SUCCESSFUL  YET 

The  1927  report  of  the  American  Forest  Week  Committee  indicates  that 
the  Week  was  a  greater  success  this  year  than  ever  before,  The  Official 
Record  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  quotes  L.  C.  Everard  of  the  Forest 
Service  as  saying. 

Forest  Week  received  enormous  publicity  in  newspapers  and  other  publi- 
cations, the  report  says.     More  than  30  national  organizations  took  an 
active  part  in  its  observance. 

The  Forest  Service  furnished  more  than  2  million  pieces  of  printed  ma- 
terial dealing  with  the  Week.     California  newspapers  alone  printed  over 
19  hundred  news  items  dealing  with  the  occasion.     The  New  Orleans  Times 
Picayune  got  out  a  special  Forest  Week- edition,  distributing  139  tho^nd 
copies.     In  Baltimore  the  street  cars  were  placarded  with  forestry  posters 
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Railroads  placed  Forest  Week  cards  on  the  tables  in  their  dining  cars.  In 
New  Hampshire  k-E  boy  and  girl  club  workers  planted  15U  thousand  trees  in 
honor  of  the  American  forests. 

HEAT-DAMAGED  WHEAT 

Don't  mix  heat-damaged  wheat  with  sound  wheat,'    Only  one  per  cent  of 

skin-burned  wheat         or  one-half  of  one  per  cent  of  badly  heat-damaged  wheat 

mixed  with  good  wheat  injures  the  milling  and  baking  qualities  of  the  sound 
kernels. 

And  what  is  more  The  so-called  sound  wheat  remaining  after  a  bin  of 

wheat  has  been  heat-damaged,  is  "sick"  or  weakened. 

Wheat  that  is  badly  stack-stained  is  also  inferior  in  milling  quality* 
lit  usually  gives  a  low  flour  yield  and  the  flour  from  such  wheat  has  a  high 
ash  content.    Bread  made  from  stack-stained  wheat  flour  has  poor  color,  a 
Ditter  taste,  and  a  weedy  odor.  .  Stack-stained  wheat  does  not  store  well, 
as  a  rule.  •  Neither  does  flour  made  from  it. 

Early  harvesting  cuts  down  the  risk  of  damage  to  the  standing  wheat,  . 
It  costs  less  to  harvest  wheat  with  a  combine-harvester  than  Mth  other 
methods,  • 

These  facts  are  stated —  along  with  many  others  of  interest  to  wheat 
growers —  in  Technical  Bulletin  Number  6-T,  published  by  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture.  .  All  wheat  farmers  should  have  a  copy  of  the 
bulletin  which  will  be  sent  free  on  request  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
at  Washington,  D.  C,  # 

URGES  COOPERATIVE  BUYING 

Farmers  in  most  European  countries  have  made  great  progress  in  cooper- 
ative buying,  an  editorial  in  the  Southern  Agriculturist  for  August  15th 
says,   while  American  farmers  have  paid  more  attention  to  cooperative  mar- 
keting.    The  editorial  continues,  in  part: 

"So  far  as  farming  is  concerned,  cooperative  marketing  undoubtedly 
promises  more  than  cooperative  buying"*    But.,,   "It  has  been  demonstrated 
in  thousands  of  cases  that  farmers  can  join  together  in  the  buying  of 
certain  supplies  and  necessities  and  save  themselves  good  money  by  doing  so. 
There  is  no  reason  they  should  not.     Cooperative  buying  may  remain  the  ex- 
ception rather  than  the  rule;  but  it  would  be  well  for  farmers  if  much  more 
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of  it  were  done  than  now  is.     So,  cooperative  marketing  may  remain  more 
important  to  agriculture  than  cooperative  buying,  "but  the  development 
of  one  does  not  preclude  that  of  the  other.     Rather,  the  two  should 
develop  and  increase  together;   the  one  will  make  the  other  easier. ..." 

TOBACCO  SHOWS  IMPROVEMENT 

A  Department  of  Agriculture  press  release  of  recent  date  said: 

"The  outlook  £or  tobacco  as  a  whole,  improved  during  July  to  the  extent 
of  about  39  million  pounds,  with  conditions  favoring  further  improvement  as 
the  month  came  to  a  close.     Increases  in  prospective  production  occurred 
in  most  of  the  cigar  leaf  districts  and  in  the  "bright  flue-cured  districts, 
these  being  offset  in  some  measure  by  decreases  in  the  principal  Burley 
and  dark  tobacco  areas.     It  is  in  these  latter  areas,  however,  that  con- 
ditions favoring  improvement  are  most  in  evidence". 

CATTLE  LOOK  GOOD 

"Prospects  for  the  cattle  industry  during  the  next  year  or  18  months 

appear  decidedly  favorable         But  do  not  increase  the  size  of  your  breeding 

herds" . 

That  is  the  meat  in  the  August  Cattle  Outlook  Report  just  released  by 
the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  of  the  United  States.  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

The  Report  says  that  market  receipts  of  cattle  and  calves  during  the 
Fall  of  1927  are  expected  to  be  the  smallest  for  any  corresponding  period 
in  the  last  five  years.  In  the  last  five  years, the  number  of  cattle  on 
farms  and  ranges  has  decreased  about  10  million  head.  Most  of  these  were 
beef  cattle.  Peed  and  pasture  conditions  in  most  of  the  range  States  are 
extra-good.     Cattle  men  are  optimistic. 

Furthermore,  the  consumer  demand  for  beef  is  expected  to  continue  good 
for  several  months,  although  a  slight  decrease  in  the  demand  is  probable. 

The  Report  also  says  that  "prospects  favor  a  continuation  of  the  general 
upward  trend  in  cattle  prices  which  has  been  in  evidence  during  the  past 
three  years" „ . . 

*      *  * 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  reports  that  there  were  larger  stocks  of 
cold  storage  poultry,  meats,  butter,  and  eggs  on  hand  on  August  1st  last 
than  there  were  on  August  1,  1926* 


*      *  * 
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PREVENT  SEED  CORN  SHORTAGE 


Farmers  who  have  not  already  made  plans  to  get  their  1928  supply  of 
seed  corn,  had  better  do  so  at  once.     The  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture sees  a  shortage  ahead. 

"Much  of  the  corn  in  the  Corn  Belt  and  northward  is  so  far  behind  that 
it    has  little  chance  to  mature  sufficiently  for  seed  before  frost  comes", 
Department  specialists  say.     This,  added  to  the  small  hold-over  from  last 
year,  makes  a  serious  seed  corn  situation. 

Farmers  are  urged  to  lose  no  time  in  making  plans  to  choose  plenty  of 
seed  corn  from  the  present  crop,  from  those  fields  which  do  mature  this 
year.     Those  farmers  who  are  unlucky  enough  as  to  not  have  any  of  their  own 
corn  mature  well  enough  to  make  good  seed,  should  arrange  with  their  neigh- 
bors for  next  season's  seed. 

"All  hold-over  corn  of  the  1935  and  1926  crops  which  is  suitable  for 
seed  should  be  held  for  planting  in  1928",   the  Deparmtnet  suggests.  "Old 
corn  is  likely  to  be  infested  with  insects  or  to  have  been  damaged  by 
rodents.     v/hen  such  corn  is  to  be  held  for  seed,  it  should  be  examined,  sorted, 
disinfected  if  necessary,  and  protected  from  additional  damage". 

********** 


FRAGRANT  FERTILIZER 


This  is  likely  to  be  a  new  one  on  farmers  who  are  not  accustomed  to 
thinking  of  fertilizer  as  exactly  rivalling  the  rose  in  fragrance.     As  a 
matter  of  fact,  many  farmers  judge  the  power'  and  benefits  of  their  fertil- 
izers largely  by  the  desirability  of  using  a  gas  mask  when  handling  it. 
Now  it  comes  out  that  the  Bureau  of  Soils  of  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture  has  discovered  a  fragrant  fertilizer.     It  comes  from  bypro- 
ducts in  the  manufacture  of  cocoa  and  chocolate  and  smells  like  a  newly 
opened  can  of  cocoa.     This  fertilizer  is  called  press  cake,  or  cocoa  meal, 
and  is  a  convenient  source  of  nitrogen  for  plant  food.     In  contains  about 
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4  per  cent  of  nitrogen,  which  is  the  equivalent  of  4; 9  per  cent  of  ammonia. 

The  aiscovery  will  be  good  news  .for  farm  housewives  as  well  as  their 
husbands. 


CLOTHES  IN  COUNTRY  AND  CITY 

Many  folks  have  an  idea  that  city  people  spend  much  more  for  clothes 
than  their  country  cousins..     But  the  Bureau  of  Hone  Economics  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture  has  made  a  study  of  the  matter  which  shows 
that  country  folks  put  about  as  much  on  their  backs  as  people  in  town. 

Where  the  families  have  a  yearly  income  well  above  the  average,  city 
people  d_o  spend  more  for  clothing,   the  study  shows.     But  where  the  family 
income  is  lower,  there  is  little  difference  between  the  amounts  spent  for 
clothes.     Slightly  over  13  hundred  families  were  studied  by  the  Bureau. 
These  families  had  an  average  annual  income  of  $1,559.     An  average  of  $225 
was  spent  for  clothing.     City  families  having  a  yearly  income  about  the 
same  as  the  13  hundred  country  families,   spent  S238  for  clothing. 


NEW  WEATHER  SERVICE  FOR  AIRAEN 


Nowadays,  when  everyone  seems  to  oe  flying  to  Europe ,  bouth  America, 
the  Hawaiian.    Islands,  or  somewhere,  there  is  a  need  for  a  new  weather  ser- 
vice for  airmen. 

This  new  need  was  met  by  the  Weather  Bureau  for  the  first  time  on 
August  13th  and  15th  last  when  United  States  weather  reports  were  broadcast 
in  a  foreign  language. 

''It  is  probable  that  with  the  progress  of  inter-continental  flying, 
the  practice  will  become  fairly  common  in  the  near  future" ,   the  Weather 
Bureau  says. 

sje  >k  >,<c        %z  $z  sfp. 

CHINESE  EL  AS  RECQiMENDED  FOR  SHADE 


For  shade  or  as  a  windbreak,  the  Chinese  elm  has  proved  its  value  in 
most  sections  of  the  United  States.     The  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture introduced  this  tree  nearly  ?0  years  ago  and  it  h  3. s  oeen  growing 
in  popularity  ever  since.     The  Department  recommends  it  as  useful  and  suit- 
able for  many  climates.     The  Chinese  elm  is  especially  valuable  in  regions 
where  the  rainfall  is  light  and  where  there  are  wide  extremes  of  heat  and 
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cold  in  places  where*,   few  trees  thrive,   in  other  words.     Trials  show 

that  the  Chinese  elm  grows  even  more  rapidly  in  the  relatively  dry  area 
the  Middle  TCest  than  in  the  moister  regions  of  the    Atlantic  coast. 

#  »{c  3(e  sf:  s|(  if; 

MISSISSIPPI  FLOOD  CAUSES  HEAVY  LOSS 
OF  LIVESTOCK 


More  than  a  quarter  of  a  million  head  of  horses,  mules,  cattle,  and 
hogs  and  over  one  million  and  a  quarter  poultry  were  lost  in  the  disastrous 
Mississippi  flood  of  last  Spring  and  early  Summer.     That  is  what  estimates 
of  the  loss  made  by  the    Department  of  agriculture  show. 

The  flood  covered  about  4  and  one-half  million  acres    in  134  counties. 

SjC  SjC  5jS  >JS 

A  HINT  OSf  HOG-  CHOLERA  CONTROL 

An  expert  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  thinks  that  "a  feeling  of 
security  was  largely  responsible  for  the  severe  and  widespread  outbreak  of 
hog  cholera  last  Fall.    Herds  were  comparatively  free  from  the  disease  for 
a  time  and  the  owners  got  careless  and  failed  to  treat  their  hogs. 

Control  of  hog  cholera  is  best  maintained  by  keeping  the  entire  herd 
immune  at  all  times.     It  takes  a  long  time  to  produce  hog  cholera  serum 
and  sometimes  the  process  can't  be  speeded  up  to  meet  emergencies.  Severe 
outbreaks  of  cholera,  such  as  the  one  last  Fall,  create  a  shortage  of  serum 
with  the  result  that  many  herds  are  infected  before  they  can  be  treated. 

It's  a  good  plan  to  see  that  your  own  here  is  immune  at  all  times. 

*      *        #        *  * 

LITTLE  CHANGE  IN  CROP  PROSPECTS 


Crop  prospects  remained  practically  unchanged  during  August,  except 
for  cotton.     Recent  price  advances  in  cotton  and  corn  have  lifted  the  pur- 
chasing power,  of  farm  products  to  the  level  maintained  for  some  time  prior 
to  the  slump  in  cotton  last  fall,   says  the  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture in  its  September  report  on  the  agricultural  situation. 

"The  crops,"  says  the  department,  "present  as  varied  a  picture  now  to- 
ward the  close  of  the  season  as  they  have  since  spring.     Of  the  country's  two 
greatest  cash  crops,  wheat  has  turned  out  well,  while  cotton  promises  anything 
but  a  big  yield.     Of  the  two  leading  feed  crops,  hay  was  a  record  crop  while 
corn  is  a  partial  failure. 
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"Cotton  has  been  hurt  by  the  boll  weevil.     Corn  is  still  a  great  un- 
certainty, a  substantial  portion  of  the  crop  requiring  almost  a  miracle  of 
good  weather  to  mature.    Potatoes  give  promise  of  a  fairly  large  production 
though  blight  has  become  evident  locally  through  the  East.     The  hay  crop  was 
by  far  the  largest  ever  grown,  but  rainy  weather  made  it  difficult  to  secure 
the  latter  part  of  the  crop.    Apples  promise  to  yield  about  half  as  great  a 
supply  as  last  year,  being  better  in  western  than  in  eatern  districts." 

Cotton  production,  according  to  the  Department,  as  indicated  by  late 
forecasts  will  meet  only  consumptive  needs,  but  "the  consequent  upturn  in 
cotton  prices  bids  fair  to  give  the  South  a  greater  total  income  than  it 
received  from  last  year's  record  crop. 
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(HOT  FOR  PUBLICATION) 


ANNOUNCEMENT;     We  will  now  have  the  Farm  News i^g^'  prepared  by  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture.    As  you  know,  this  news  feature  is  broadcast 
through  this  Station  each  Saturday.    According  to  plans  just  announced  "by  the 
Department,  this  Farm  News  Digest  will  he  continued  through  the  Department's 
regular  radio  season  "beginning  October  1  and  ending  May  1. 

As  you  know,  farm  real  estate  values  have  been  going  steadily  down  during 
the  past  seven  years.    During  the  crop  year  just  ended  they  took  another  sharp 
drop.     In  a  number  of  sections  there  are  still  plenty  of  farms  for  sale  with  few 
buyers.     Values  are  now  just  about  where  they  were  in  1917.    The  biggest  decline 
last  year  was  in.  the  South  Atlantic  States.    Hov/ever,  figuring  from  the  top  prices 
of  ,1920,  the  biggest  depreciation  in  farm  real  estate  for  the  seven  year  period  has 
occurred  in  the  West  North  Central  States.    The  East  South  Central  group  has  run  a 
close  second.     The  South  Atlantic  States  are  third.     Then  comes  East  North  Central, 
Mountain  States,  West  South  Central,  Middle  Atlantic,  New  England  and  Pacific 
States,  in  the  order  named. 


But  all  the  news  is  not  so  gloomy.    Federal  Warehousing  is  improving  farm 
credits,    department  of  Agriculture  specialists  claim.     The  Federal  warehouse  act, 
they  say,  has  already  accomplished  the  purposes  of  the  framers  of  the  law.     It  has 
made  sound,  orderly  marketing  possible.     It  has  opened  new  avenues  to  sound  credit 
to  the  farmer  and  to  others  handling  agricultural  products.    Growers  of  staple  crops 
get  more  credit  and  get  better  interest  rates  on  Federal  warehouse  receipts  than 
they  get  for  receipts  from  warehouses  which  do  not  qualify  under  the  act. 

The  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  has  been  looking  for  new  uses  for 
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cotton.    One  outlet,  the  Bureau  specialists  have  found,  may  be  for  more  cotton  hags 
for  the  grocery  trade.    Every  year  wholesale  grocers  use  enough  hags,  which  might 
he  made  of  cotton,  hut  are  not,  to  use  up  787,000  more  hales  of  cotton.    At  the 
present  time  ahout  225,000  hales  of  raw  cotton  go  into  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
hags. 


Here's  good  news  from  Oklahoma.     The  Department's  campaign  to  check  erosion 
is  hearing  fruit  there.    Farmers  are  "building  terraces  to  check  rainwash  on  sloping 
lands.     That's  important.     It  is  estimated  that  the  farmers  of  this  country  lose 
at  least  $200,000,000  every  year  by  their  soil  washing  away.     In  one  day,  erosion 
in  the  United  States  moves  soil  material  exeeding  the  weight  of  all  the  car  loadings 
and  all  freight  entering  and  leaving  the  ports  of  North  America  in  a  year. 


Now,  on  the  other  hand,  many  a  farmer's  hard-earned  dollar  has  been  lost 
on  unwise  drainage  schemes,  which  have  destroyed  the  homes  of  wild  life  without 
any  reason.    Experts  of  the  Biological  Survey  say  that  if  this  is  not  stopped  we 
won't  have  any  migratory  birds.    But  thanks  to  the  Federal  and  State  game  authori- 
ties and  the  protective  legislation  which  has  been  provided,  many  kinds  of  migratory 
birds  are  now  on  the  increase. 


Horticulturists  of  the  Department  are  now  developing  hardy  chrysanthemums 
for  gardens  in  the  Northern  States.    They  expect  to  develop  strains  which  will  bloom 
between  September  1  and  15  for  gardens  of  the  most  Northern  States  and  others  that 
will  bloom  between  September  15  and  October  1  for  gardens  a  little  further  South. 


Speaking  of  gardens,  though,  did  you  ever  think  what  the  Indians  did  for  us? 
Mien  white  man  first  arrived  on  this  hemisphere,  the  Indians  had  already  brought 
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■under  cultivation  beans,  peppers,  pumpkins,  squash,  tomatoes,  sweet  potatoes, 
corn  and  potatoes.     Then  the  white  man  brought  in  from  the  Old  World  cucumbers, 
eggplant,  muskmelon,  watermelon,  okra,  asparagus, 

beets,  Brussels  sprouts,  cabbage,  carrots,  cauliflower,  celery,  kale 
and  collard,  kohlrabi,  leek,  lettuce,  onion,  parsley,  parsnip,  peas,  radishes, 
salsify,  spinach,  and  turnips.    But  today  the  value  of  the  eight  vegetables  we 
got  from  the  American  Indians  is  much  greater  than  the  24  we  brought  from  foreign 
countries. 


In  the  United  States,  the  average  person  eats  about  2  2/3  bushels  of 
potatoes  a  year.    The  average  German  eats  about  7  bushels  of  potatoes.    But,  at 
that,  he  eats  only  28  per  cent  of  yearly  potato  crop  of  Germany,     There  they  also 
use  the  potato  to  feed  livestock  and  to  make  starch  and  alcohol. 


By  the  last  of  this  month,  the  field  survey  of  the  region  infested  by 
corn-borers  will  be  completed.     Then  we  will  know  how  much  the  borer  has  spread 
in  the  Corn  Belt  and  how  successful  was  the  million-dollar  campaign  to  check  it. 


It's  getting  along  to  apple  picking  time  now.    You  know,  it's  important 
to  know  how  to  pick  an  apple  —  that  is,  if  you  want  to  get  the  best  storage 
results.    The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  has  a  bulletin  out  on  that. 
Ask  for  Bulletin  1448-D. 


There's  also  a  new  revision  of  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1536-F  on  "Infectious 
Abortion  of  Cattle."     You  can  get  that  free  from  the  Department,  too.  Incidentally, 
the  Department  is  warning  farmers  drugs  and  medicinal  compounds  will  neither  pre- 
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vent  nor  reduce  contagious  abortion.  The  bulletin  will  tell  you  the  proper  treat- 
ment. 


And  while  we  are  on  the  subject  of  cattle,  did  you  realize  how  it  pays  to 
feed  high-producing  cows.     High-producers  may  eat  more,  but  they  pay  better  for 
what  they  eat.    A  tabulation  of  more  than  100,000  individual  cow  records  shows 
that  the  cost  of  feed  for  cows  producing  9,000  pounds  of  milk  a  year  per  cow  was 
only  about  40  per  cent  more  than  for  cows  producing  only  half  as  much. 

The  best  way  to  increase  milk  production  is  to  use  proved  dairy  sires. 
By  the  use  of  good  proved  sires,  the  production  of  the  average  dairy  herd  may  be 
doubled  in  two  or  three  generations. 

#  #  # 
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